This report builds on previous audits and again our evidence shows that Integration Joint Boards - IJBs - which are partnerships between local authorities and local health boards, are managing in a complex landscape of unprecedented pressures, challenges and uncertainties.
In particular, we note that demand for services continues to increase.
IJBs are supporting an aging population, with many people having multiple and more complex medical conditions.
Health inequalities are widening, with the focus on crisis medical treatment and care, rather than measures that support people maintain good health and wellbeing.
Finally, we report that funding has decreased by 9% in real terms in 22-23 and financial sustainability risks have been identified by auditors in the vast majority of IJBs.
These are not easy issues to resolve, despite a driven and committed workforce.
IJBs alone cannot address these challenges across the sector. Whole system collaborative working is needed as part of a clear national strategy that takes account of the wider needs of our communities.
