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Auditor General for 
Scotland 
The Auditor General for Scotland is the Parliament’s watchdog for ensuring 
propriety and value for money in the spending of public funds. 

He is responsible for investigating whether public spending bodies achieve 
the best possible value for money and adhere to the highest standards of 
financial management. 

He is independent and not subject to the control of any member of the Scottish 
Government or the Parliament. 

The Auditor General is responsible for securing the audit of the Scottish 
Government and most other public sector bodies except local authorities and fire 
and police boards. 

The following bodies fall within the remit of the Auditor General: 

• directorates of the Scottish Government 
• government agencies, eg the Scottish Prison Service, Historic Scotland 
• NHS bodies 
• further education colleges 
• Scottish Water 
• NDPBs and others, eg Scottish Enterprise. 

Audit Scotland is a statutory body set up in April 2000 under the Public 
Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000. It provides services to the 
Auditor General for Scotland and the Accounts Commission. Together 
they ensure that the Scottish Government and public sector bodies in 
Scotland are held to account for the proper, efficient and effective use of 
public funds. 



 

 
              

          

          

  

             

 

 

Introduction
 
1.	 Audit Scotland published its national report, Using locum doctors in hospitals on 17 June 2010. This 

paper accompanies that report and sets out some issues that non-executive members may wish to 

consider in relation to how the use of locum doctors is managed within their own boards. It also aims 

to help them pose questions they may want to ask of executive directors to seek assurance about 

local service delivery. 

2.	 Copies of the national report can be downloaded from our website www.audit-scotland.gov.uk 

www.audit-scotland.gov.uk
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