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Roads network needs attention 
Urgent action is needed if the condition of Scotland's roads is to improve. 
 
A new report published today says proper maintenance of the roads network is vital for economic 
prosperity and for people to get around safely.  
 
However, roads authorities, locally and nationally, urgently need to be more innovative, develop 
robust ways to compare relative efficiency, and engage better with road users.  Sharing roads 
maintenance services on a regional basis can offer significant benefits but progress in developing this 
has been slow and there is still no clear plan or timetable to deliver it in practice. 
 
Councils maintain most of Scotland's roads network. The proportion of these roads classed as being 
in acceptable condition has remained constant at around 63 per cent over the four years 2011/12 to 
2014/15. Councils' spending on maintenance fell by 14 per cent over the same period. There is a 
wide variation among councils and concern that current surveys do not always pick up damage to 
lower road layers. 
 
Accounts Commission chair Douglas Sinclair, said: "The state of our roads is a major concern for the 
public. Surveys show that they remain dissatisfied, despite these concerns being flagged up in our 
two previous reports. Their voice needs to be listened to. 
 
"Councils face increasing pressures and challenges but progress in developing a shared services 
approach for roads has been disappointingly slow. They can and should collaborate much more to 
secure better value for money." 
 
Transport Scotland maintains motorways and key trunk routes where spending fell by four per cent 
between 2011/12 and 2014/15. The proportion in acceptable condition also fell from 90 per cent to 87 
per cent over the same period. Transport Scotland spent £24 million less on structural maintenance in 
2014/15 than it considered necessary to maintain road condition at current levels. 
 
Auditor General Caroline Gardner said: "A well-maintained roads network is vital for Scotland's 
economic prosperity. We cannot afford to neglect it. What is needed is a longer term view which takes 
into account both the need for new roads and the proper maintenance of what we have at present." 
 
 
 
For further information contact Chris Holme 0131 625 1653 cholme@audit-scotland.gov.uk or 
Kate Martin 0131 625 1661 kmartin@audit-scotland.gov.uk  
 
Notes to editors 
 
1. Today's report "Maintaining Scotland's roads" follows up previous reports in February 2011 and 
May 2013. 
 
2. Scotland has 56,000km of roads, most of which are maintained by councils. Transport Scotland 
looks after 3,600km of motorways and key trunk routes. 
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3. Audit Scotland has prepared this report for the Auditor General for Scotland and the Accounts 
Commission for Scotland. All Audit Scotland reports published since 2000 are available at www.audit-
scotland.gov.uk 
• The Auditor General appoints auditors to Scotland’s central government and NHS bodies; 

examines how public bodies spend public money; helps them to manage their finances to the 
highest standards; and checks whether they achieve value for money. The Auditor General is 
independent and is not subject to the control of the Scottish Government or the Scottish 
Parliament 

• The Accounts Commission is the public spending watchdog for local government. It holds 
councils and various joint boards and committees in Scotland to account and help them improve. 
It operates impartially and independently of councils and of the Scottish Government, and meets 
and reports in public 

• Audit Scotland is a statutory body set up in April 2000, under the Public Finance and 
Accountability (Scotland) Act, 2000. It provides services to the Auditor General for Scotland and 
the Accounts Commission for Scotland. 
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